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“O lder buildings in the city are replaced by pencil towers or 
massive structures. They often enhance the living standard but not 
necessarily city space. 
“Par ty walls form the boundaries between buildings. 
2- City block 
Connection is through the perimeter of a city block. There is no 
intra-block connection. 
“Pedestrian walkways are always overcrowded with people. 
“Bscklanes, which is a semi-public space, serve only as service 
space only. 
-There is no layering of space. 
-Deficiency in local open space. 
3. City 
“Transformation of city fabric from fine-grain to coarse-grain. 
Mu ti-ownership is replaced by single developer. Variety is 
replaced by singularity. 
street activities at the Juncture of old city fabric 
and newly oontructed Langhan Palace In Mong 
Kok 
Msam nm 
HIgh-rtse pencil towers vs 
“ k podiumJrMKe <1 S 11 1^  
Urban renewal is rapidly undergoing in many old districts in Hong 
Kong. Old buildings within a city block are acquired to be demol-
ished. Huge and gigantic monstrous massive buildings are built in-
stead. If city fabric is meant to be composed of individual buildings, 
obviously the current situation is killing the existing city fabric in a 
fast pace without careful thoughts. Subtle and fragmented building 
lots either merges to form a single unified block or replace by 
pencil towers. A pattern of development has evolved which, over 
several generations of re-building, has simply been extruded up-
wards. The construction of new structures does not have an ulti-
mate goal to achieve better living standard through out the city. 
They are built just to fulfil the full occupation of a building lot. The 
history and memory of a place is erased and replaced by an alien, 
empty, memory-free new ambience without any traces of the past. 
On the other hand, successive bands of reclamation along the 
northern foreshore of the Island and around the Kowloon penin-
sula have catered for continuing urban growth and commercial ex-
pansion. The progressive shifting of the sea edge is characterized 
by a progressively coarser grid-pattern of street blocks, separated 
by linear road corridors that have tended to compartmentalize the 
inner urban districts into identifiable sectors such as Sham Shui 
Po, Mong Kok and Yau Ma Tei. 
The existing compact city structure facilitates a convenient rela-
tionship between residential, community and business activities, 
promotes intense pedestrian circulation and condensed activity 
patterns, and sustains the viability of public transport and other es-
sential services. However, it is now gradually replaced by a coarse 
city fabric that lacks of human scale. 
Yet, this phenomenon contributes to the whole process of urban 
transformation. However, is it a desired situation? We live in places 
that were built in the past; we build architecture, which will influ-
ence the future. The process of urban transformation is in our 
hands. We are part of the human history and architecture is part of 
the urban transformation. 
Future city fabric assumption 1 
(Chinese Tenement) 
Future city fabric assumption 2 
(Podium type development) 
Future city fabric assumption 3 
{Pencil towers) 
Future city fabric assumption 4 
(Mega-structures) 
Thesis Statement 
My thesis studies the transformation of city into urban structure 
and void. The whole thesis should be able to demonstrate the 
sequential evolution of the city through time in two levels: lot-lot 
relationship and block-block relationship. 
l.etthe relationship in each level transform to allow coexistence 
norizontally will finally result in harmony from lot to city fabric 
vertically. Each building is not built just to fulfill the need for 
occupying the whole building lot in a development. It should be 
well connected to any parts of the city. 
Jf*® ^formulation of design guidelines for urban transformation 
snc^uld base on the past observation and current transformation 
place in Hong Kong but still leaving room and freedom to 
a i^ow creativity for architects in the future. They should in 
provide a creative springboard for design. The scheme 
nou embrace plurality. Connectivity and publicness should be 
ne Ultimate goals of transformation of city. 
O ^ a c o n has pointed out, the new buildings themselves can 
connectors as long as it is understood that no buildings 
r^s at Its own lot line but that each is part of a total symbiotic 
relationship of mass within space. 
like setting up rules of engagement to the next, for 
r e s ^ +e’ every building must leave something for the next and 
chp ® Of surrounding space. So that the sequential evolution and 
• ges can occur over time to refine the design. 
is to demonstrate the idea by creating architecture of 
aroi nH® residential buildings with commercial activities on 
sites or podium levels. The project will probably situated in infill 
Za® tfhesis studies the architecture as participation in 
imation of city rather than a finite answer to urban design. 
s S L •Jme of the thesis should not be a final form. It is like daily 
e'rt and changed in urban fabric that know no beginning and no 
Objectives 
1. Lot division 
-Recognition of lot division within a city block retains the urban 
memory. 
-Articulation of old buildings facade form the rhythm of street 
2. Interface of buildings 
-Visual or physical relationship i 
buildings. 
be formed at the interface of 
3. Connectivity 
-Better intra-block & inter-block connection to establish multiple 
pathes through the city. 
4. Open space 
-Spaces could be created between buildings. 
>.Street alignment 
Reinforce the sense of street alignment. 
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Site proposed by Urban Renewal Authority at Sham Shui Po 
C = 3 
A ^ A 
Building age diagram 
I1J0I to 10 year 
11 to 20 year 
• 21 to 30 year 
• 31 to 40 year 
• 41 to 50 year 
• above 51 year 
o <>“ / If 
I. 
Buidling height diagram 
01 to 05 storey 
n ] 0 6 to 10 storey 
_ 1 1 to 20 storey 
• 2 1 to 30 storey 
• a b o v e 30 storey 
Project information of 
About 2.600 squaro msteis 
3 at 18 May 2004) 
About 19,500 square meters (about 356 
S^SOOsquaro meters 
Dovolopmont along HInq Wah Street 
Project information of 
renewal site C 
Project information of 
renewal site D 
1.380 square meters 
(Figure as at 18 May 2004) 
Project information of 
renewal site A 
Project Information 
Site area 
j^ o of affected build “ 
N o S f S o d g u s olds About 273 (Figure os at 18 May 2004) 
No affected t 
About 2.200 square motors 
pment Content 
Residential About 16,500 square meters (about 333 
units) 
About 1.100 square motors 
About 2,200 squaro meters 
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Study of City Fabric 
Study of a City lock 
Study of Existing Buildings 
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“ T h e earliest urban planning diagram of Kowloon 
Penlsula 
-Most ly remain rural area 
• Military planning 
- H i g h demand on transportation network as re-
quired f o r military uses 
1863 Map 
1 Urban planning diagram 
-Reclamation at Tal Kok Tsui for shipyard 
• Mong Kok Tsui started to have residential area 
while most of Eastern and Western Kowtoon re-
mained argricultural lend use. 
- P a r t of Nathan Road was built in Tslm Sha Tsui 
only. 
Study of City Fabric 
- Historical Maps Study 










1 ^ \ \ 
887-1904 Diagram 
- A big step towards urban planning in Hong Kong 
by qualified urban planner for the next 50 years. 
- M o r e land reclamation. 
• New cities such as Lai Chi Kok and Kwun Tong 
evolved. 
• Planning of two railway tines connecting the east 
end west Kowloon was made. 
- A r e a of argricultruat land decreased significantly 
in the period of 1904 to 1924. 
- T h e main arteries of Nathan Road and 
Kowloon-Canton Railway were built in Kowloon. 
• Newly reclamation land of Cheung Sha Wan, 
Hung Horn and Kowloon City appeared. 
-Boundary Street bagan to develop under urban 
planning. 
• Evolution of new cities such as Sham Shut Po 
and Tong Mel. 
Resenrch 
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1948 Urban planning diagram 
• After the Second World War. Hong Kong govern-
ment invited English urban planner to replan Hong 
Kong. 
- I n 1947, the father of English urban planning, 
Abercrombie. arrived Hong Kong and finished the 
third Hong Kong urban planning in large scale in 
1948. 
“ H e was greatly influenced by the thoughts of 
English urban planning in 1940's. therefore large 
pieces of land In West and East Kowloon were 
- N e w facilities along the harbour was planned. 
• During the Second World War, the Japanese 
army destroyed most of the urban planning maps 
of Hong Kong during this period. 
Research ^gjjj^ 
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Study of City Fabric 
-Format ion of city fabric 
- D u e to the plain topography of Kowloon Penl-
sula, most of the area were already built. 
- T h e diagram shows the otd Ka! Tak Airport. 
- D u e to the lack of green space and old transpor-
tation network, most of the Western Kowloon has 






layers of grids 
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Study of City Fabric 
"Possible backlane connectivity study 
— 
PRESENT SITUATION POSSIBLE CONNECTION 
study t i ^ MArch 2 
Study of City Fabric 
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Study of a City Block 
-Transformation of a city block from 1974 to 2003 
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Study of a City Block 
•“ Sections through urban renewal site D 
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sical floor plan 
tudy of typical floor plan 
udy of ground floor plan 
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Load bearing structure design Public and private paths 
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Study of Existing Buildings 
^ o i n g diagram of typical plans 
ervice Zone • L i v i n g Space ^Circulation Zone 
i m 










l U M M M i M i M M M a i M a i t t a M i. , l •UilliT :i .… 
i l l F F 
‘ 
!1 1 
TI 1 FISI ” 
HI V. I t : 
iTifci 
J t i l ! 11 
r  1 
1 1 1 ! — 
I t ! I J 0 
r- . io t i 2 
] U [ I J 
na n ot 
h- M 
1 
r : x i i T ! t , 
iMl 
n T ) S 
I t ) 





]]S> . L - S j i Q — ^ y ® 
study 
Study of Existing Buildings 
‘Building documentation (Castle Peak Road) 
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Study of Existing Buildings 
-Bui ld ing documentation (Cheung Fat Street) 
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Study of Existing Buildings 
-Building documentation (Cheung Wah Street) 
/ f /r 
study CTCT MArch 2 
Study of Existing Buildings 
- Building documentation (Fuk Wing Street) 
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Study of Existing Buildings 
Building documentation (Hing Wah Street) 
study i j m MArch 2 
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Study of Existing Buildings 
-Bui lding documentation (Un Chau Street) 
Study of Existing Buildings 
• Building documentation (Shun Nigh Road) 
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Uffizi, Piazza del Signoria, Florence 
Isfahan 
Museum of Modem Art 
Seaside 
Apartment Buildings, rue des Suisses, Paris 






Enclosing of space ‘ 
“ quential growth gives variety of spaces 
Recognition of the size of Roman grid 
^he architecture in Miletus has a discipline devel-
Pedover a long period of time which interlocks, 
ngs which reach out across space to other 
1.Ridings, each one firmly implanted in the space 
g Which it is located and creating interrelations 
tensions between. 
serves to remind us of the contemporary 
gfoblem we face of bland buildings that lack the 
®cessary elements for interaction. The develop-
ent of each building as an entity in itself, often 
n 9n attempt to establish a new stylistic mode, 
e^cls to repel rather than attract interaction with 
buildings. Worse still is the development of 
fundings that are devoid of any character at all, 
^rtain-wall buildings which neither reach out into 
ce nor receive space into themselves, build-
ngs whose sterile qualities stimulate no desire 
I evoke no response. 
The evolution of the city is a work of five centu-
ries, whichis composed in three widely separated 
periods according to the three very different ap-
proaches to design. The difference in philosophy 
of each of these periods is strikingly expressed in 
the different form of the masses and the open 
1. The Greek work of the end of the fourth cen-
tury B.C. 
The Greek work involves the minimum of con-
struction necessary to articulate the space for 
man's use, to bind the free-flowing space of the 
agora with the shore of the harbor, to set up a 
rhythm of columns and bays, but not to enclose 
or confine the spaces. 
2. The Hellenistic remodeling in the middle of 
the second century B.C. 
The Hellenistic work is more extensive than the 
Greek; emphasis is placed on the symmetrical 
arrangement of architecture, giving a more 
formal character to the civic open spaces. Archi-
tectural forms project into the spaces, defining 
but not enclosing them; angular forms in different 
directions set up dynamic interactions. 
3. The Roman work from the second century 
A.D. 
During the Roman period all the projecting arms 
were incorporated into colonnades completely 
surrounding courts. The spaces were divided into 
separate units, each of a formal rectangular 
shape, reflective of the Roman philosophy of di-
viding life into different rituals, each with its own 
special space and the architectural expression. 
'>4|k Study(i2fMArch2 
Greek, 4th century B.C. 
Hellenistic, 2nd century, B.C. 
2nd century A.D. 
t A 







F i f M 
view from ground level Via del Calzaiuoli Via della Farine 
exterior of.the Florentine view from Via 
Lambertesca the Arno 
Uffizi, Piazza del Signoria, Florence 
•Connectivity of city 
‘Introduction of uniform facade gives sense of 
ejjjlosed public space 
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Isfahan 
Bazaar: Caravansarai-I-Gulshan 
‘Growth by connection of path 
.Sequential growth to give a variety of spaces 
‘Hinge space 















pure courtyard vs winding 
bazaar (caravansaral) 
w 
connecting^orridors parallel to 
the sides of the court and 
function as "mini-bazaars" 
small mediating spaces off the 
corners enable shifts In 
orientation 
Elevation from 53rd Street 
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Site Plan 
u 
Museum of Modern Art 
1939:Piiip L.Goodwin & Edward Durrell Stone, 1951,1964:Philip Johnson, 1984:Cesar Phelli, 
2004:Yoshio Taniguchi 
-Museum weaved into the fabric of the city and 
become part of the connective tissue of Manhat-
“Strengthen the relationship between urbanism, 
architecture and art 
“Respect for history 
MoMAIn1964 
Extension by Philip Johnson 
I M : 1 
t A 
study MArch 2 
(1951) Circulation Diagram 
(2004)—(^ oun(3TEIoor_RiaiT, Yoshio Taniguchl 
(1984) Ground Floor Plan, Cesar Pelli 
Thl 




(1964) Ground Floor Plan. Philip Johnson 
t n l 
L 
. -J-- t 
(1951) Ground Floor Plan, Philip Johnson 
(2004) Figure Diagram 
0984) Figure Diagram 
(1964) Figure Diagram 
(1951) Figure Diagram 
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Seaside 
I " • “ 
i _ • • 
.Setting up of urban code 
.Urban code as guidance but not restrictive 
• flexibility gives variety 
If Mcv rowHOf UASCMIH ruxuoA 
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URBAN CODE • THE TOWN OF SEASIDE 
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The Seaside Code spells out the required aspects of building form 
Type VIII 
Residential Type v 
Special District 
,, ’ a: wrt, . , - , 
i i i i ^ l l l i 
Type III 
Workshop 
w i m i 
Type VI 
Residential 
h m i m i t 
^^  'iOrllriif m 
iWU,:U? !T! i l l?, 
Type II 
afflce& Residential 
yfligj Slud  l i Q / MArch 2 Sludy MArch 2 
1 All: w m m? 
Type I 




Sludy I j j ™ MArch 2 
Apartment Buildings, rue de Suisses, Paris 
Herzog & de Meuron 
_ Continue of street line 
.Shaping of open spaces with neighborhood 
• Facade respecting cornice line 
^MH mm • • • 
Precedent ^ H k 
Sludy f S g y MArch 2 
Ti I i t J-. •- ” I''' .. j “ - — . :: : :• Longitudinal section of the small concrete courtyard buildings 
pataas 'ofthe courtvard bulldlna 
LTJIIfWJAJ 
Alignment of street facade 
Second Floor Plan 
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First Floor Plan 
L 
Ground Floor Plan 
“Public spaces with volumetric qualities 
-Shaping of public space by integrating with 
sting neighborhood 









Ground Floor Circulation Pattern 
Ground Floor Circulation 
CIJZF study MArch 2 
Five Courts Shopping Arcade, Munich Vereinsbank property's circulation 
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Partial demolition site at Kardinal-FauThaber-Strasse 10~ 




According to Splro Kostof, urban process represents 
the adjustment of the urban fabric to a whole variety of 
changes that are economic and social. These chang-
es are often swifter and more deep-seated than the 
pace and range of physical change. To be more spe-
piflc. it is the cadastral framework of building plots as it 
is shaped early on that resists change, while land use 
undergoes rapid changes. When the design or scale 
of the old premises can no longer meet changing de-
"lands, the buildings comes down to make room for 
another generation of construction. 
According to Spiro Kostof, Cities are live, changing 
things - not hard artifacts in need of calculated revi-
sion. Cities are never still; they resist efforts to make 
neat sense of them. We need to respect their rhythms 
and to recognize that life of city from must lie loosely 
Somewhere between total control and total freedom of 
action. 
Edmund Bacon 
As Bacon has pointed out, the new buildings them-
selves can serve as connectors as long as it is under-
stood that no buildings ends at its own lot line but that 
each is part of a total symbiotic relationship of mass 
within space. 
t / H ^ 
/ ^ j j j i -




According to Aldo Rossi, it Is important to know the 
mechanism of transformation and above all to estab-
lish how we can act in this situation - not through the 
total control of this process of change in urban arti-
facts, but through the control of principal artifacts 
emerging in a certain period. . 
The transformation of particular parts of the city over 
time is very closely linked to the objective phenom-
enon of the decay of certain zones. This phenomenon 
generally referred to in the English and American lit-
erature as "obsolescence". For our purposes, we will 
define this phenomenon as characterized by a group 
of buildings - which maybe In the neighborhood of a 
certain street or may constitute an entire district - that 
has outlived the dynamics of land use in the surround-
ing area. 
Such areas of the city do not follow life; often they 
remain islands for a long time with respect to the gen-
eral redevelopment, bearing witness to different peri-
ods in the city and at the same time configuring large 
areas of "reserve". This phenomenon of obsolescence 
illustrates the validity of studying areas of the city as 
urban artifacts; we can then relate the transformations 
of such areas to the study of specific events. 
One can say that the city itself is the collective 
memory of its people, and like memory it is associated 
with objects and places. The city is the locus of the 
collective memory. This relationship between the 
locus and the citizenry then becomes the city's pre-
dominant image, both of architecture and of land-
scape, and as certain artifacts become part of its 
memory, new one emerges. In this entirely positive 
sense great ideas flow through the history of the city 
and give shape to it. 
Thus we consider locus the characteristic principle of 
urban artifacts; the concepts of locus, architecture, 
permanences, and history together help us to under-
stand the complexity of urban artifacts. The collective 
memory participates in the actual transformation of 
space in the works of the collective, a transformation 
that Is always conditioned by whatever material reali-
ties oppose it. Understood in this sense, memory be-
comes the guiding thread of the entire complex urban 
structure and in this respect the architecture of urban 
artifacts is distinguished from art... 
Ultimately, the proof that the city has primarily itself as 
an end emerges in the artifacts themselves, in the 
slow unfolding of a certain idea of the city, intention-
ally. Within this idea exist the actions of individuals, 
and in this sense not everything in urban artifacts is 
collective; yet the collective and the individual nature 
of urban artifacts in the end constitute the same urban 
structure. Memory, within this structure, is the con-
sciousness of the city; it is a rational operation whose 
development demonstrates with maximum clarity, 
economy, and harmony that which has already come 
to be accepted. 
The value of history seen as collective memory, as the 
relationship of the collective to its place, is that it helps 
us to grasp the significance of the urban structure, its 
individuality, and its architecture which is the form of 
this individuality. This individuality ultimately is con-
nected to an original artifact - in the sense of 
Cattaneo's principle; it is an event and a form. Thus 
the union between the past and the future exists in the 
very idea of the city that it flows through in the same 
way that memory flows through the life of a person; 
and always, in order to be realized, this idea must not 
only shape but be shaped by reality. 
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1 . L o t division 
• Recognition of lot division within a city block retains ths urban memory. 
• Articulation of old buildings facade form the rhythm of street facade. 
2 . Interface of buildings 
• Visual or physical relationship can be formed at the interface of buildings. 
3. Connectivity 
-Bet ter intra-block & inter_block connection to establish multiple pathes 
through the city. 
• Spaces could be created between buildings. 
5. Street a l ignment 
• Reinforce the sense of street alignment. 
Transformation of City Fabric 
This thesis studies the transformation of city fabric into urban structure and voids. 
PHENOMENON 
1. Building 
- O l d e r buildings in the city are replaced by pencil towers or massive 
structures. They often enhance the living standard but not necessarily city 
space. 
- P a r t y walls form the boundaries between buildings. 
2. City block 
- C o n n e c t i o n is through the perimeter of a city block. There Is no 
intra-block connection. 
- P e d e s t r i a n walkways are always overcrowded with people. 
- B a c k l a n e s , which is a semi-public space, serve only as service space 
only. 
• There is no layering of space. 
• Deficiency In local open space. 
3. City 
-Transformat ion of city fabric from fine-grain to coarse-grain. Multi-
ownership is replaced by single developer. Variety is replaced by singular-
ity. 
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2-bedroom flat type B 
(Located at the top of the building looking over the roof of adjacent buildings) 
2-bedroom flat type A 
(Located at the top of the building overlooking the street and opoosite buildings) 
> 
2-bedroom duplex 
3-bedroom duplex type A 
(Larger surface area to recieve 
3-bedroom duplex type B 
(Located at the corner of the building with cross ventilation & views to front and back streets) light when there is opposite building blocking the view) 
PI 
• 
04.12.2004 First Term Review 





16.04.2005 Final Review 
MM I• 




























I t u - f 
• I' ; 
I 
•r 




Overdue Fines nv, 
HK$1.00 per hour 
4 hrs. 
